Introduction
This article has been scientifically edited by Philip Starks 
Materials and methods

Sample
--
Measurements
The metric traits were measured on the right (R) and left (L -bilateral traits were measured in order to esti- 
Statistical analyses
Trait Definition
Skull OPF Maximal distance between the opistokranion and the postorbital process of the frontal bone. CBL Condylobasal length. The maximal distance between the anterior margin of the alveole of the 1st incisor and the anterior margin of the occipital condyles.
P4-M2
Length from the anterior margin of the 4th premolar to the posterior margin of the 2nd molar.
C-M2
Length from the anterior of the alveole of the canine, to the posterior of the alveole of the 2nd molar.
I1-M2
Length from the anterior of the alveole of the 1st incisor, to the posterior of the alveole of the 2nd molar. POH Postorbital height. The minimal distance between the postorbital process of the frontal bone and the frontal process of the zygomatic arch.
Lower jaw
Lp4
Length of the 4th premolar of the lower jaw. ML Mandible length. The maximal distance between the anterior margin of the mandibular symphysis and the posterior margin of the angular process. MH Mandible height. The maximal distance between the margin of the angular process and the coronoid process.
R -L see
Results
Outliers
A total of 126 measurements (R and L) were -FA, ME, and repeatability Table 2 . Results from the two-way mixed model ANOVA (sides as fixed factor and individuals as random factor) on nine metric traits measured twice on skulls of East Greenland (n = 300) and Svalbard (n = 391) polar bears (Ursus maritimus), and descriptors of FA (fluctuating asymmetry) and ME ( 
